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Parts of a Clawhammer Banjo

. Peghead
Tuning Pegs

Nut

5th String
Tuning Peg
Inlaid Position
Markers

Brackets

Strings
Body or “Pot”
Head
Bridge
Arm Rest

Tailpiece




How to Read Banjo Tab - Licks

1 = 1% string played open (no fingers on) Strings

2 = 2" string played open (no fingers on) 4 3

3 = 3" string played open (no fingers on)

4 = 4" string played open (no fingers on) |

5 = 5" string played open (no fingers on) 5/ ,,[:

17 = 1% string, 5" ST Position
g, 5" fret held down o = ) ST Fbs

32 =3"string, 2™ fret held down W

2

Etc. Same for other strings/frets 4 3 2/ .
)5t F1nge”
DT= ond finger
1% string — Index finger < | 3r-d F1nger
2 string — Thumb Thumb v Yt Finger
1% string — Index finger omly / S4h F1nger

5" string — Thumb

Y. DT=
1% string — Index finger
2" string — Thumb

C DT = Drop thumb holding down a C chord
D7 DT = Drop thumb holding downaD chord

FOLLOWING LICKS WORK FOR ALL STRINGS:
Slide =
Slide 223-1- 5
2nd finger on 2" string in 2™ Fret ---
then slide 2™ finger into 3™ fret on 2™ string

Roll =
3%% = 3" string holding down 2™ fret with 2™ (alter fingering — 1%)
finger then putting down 4" (alter fingering 3™ ) finger on 4" fret

P O = Pull Off
PO 3%-1 -5 =2"finger on 2" fret on 3" string — pull string with
2" finger while lifting finger off string

H O = Hammer On
HO 4%- 1 —5 = Pluck open 4™ string then slap 2™ finger down on 2™
fret of 4" string




Basic Clawhammer Banjo Lick

Basic Lick
Rhythm = Long — Short — Short

Strings 1 — 4 are hit with the 1% finger only — downward hit

with finger nail only
String 5 is only hit with the thumb

Use 1* finger on right hand strumming down on 1%t 2
numbers for each lick using finger nail
3" number in lick is always with the thumb

1-1-5
2-1-5
3-1-5
4-1-5
2-2-5
3=-2-5
4-2-5
3=-3-5
4-3-5

See advanced Licks on How to read banjo tab page.



HOW TO READ MUSIC BASICS

Mt —— Measwc or  Bar

Treble clef: T Bassclef. 9= Repeat dots:
EE GQ 1’-0 b nni
(d.hd "'QP?A* ,B)
Treble clef notes: Bass clef notes:
Lings: Every Goob Lines . Good Beys
A L Boy Does Finc I')o £k _Q/Jag;;
———h 3 (Botlom +o T”P) Ty F?r"L e ==
S350 Spams: FACE A S——C Spaus ACEG

Time Signatures:
4 = 4 beats Cepunds) / muasure
4= Quarter note C4) gets | beat

Z
4 Quarter note () geks | bezt

\t i

3 = 375205*’5/ measure
4 = Guuarter ndte Cﬁ)g@h | bes

Notes: Rests:
Quarter note: J Quarter rest: §
Half Note: cJ Half rest: -
Whole note: © Whole rest: —gy-

Eighth note:cp .P = ﬂ Eighth note: 7

Sixteenth note: JQ or J:j Sixteenth note: 7
Thirty second note: .Porﬁ Thirty second note: &
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*Enharmonic

\

Going around the circle clockwise will take us through
the Dominant keys.

Going around the circle counter-clockwise will take us
through the Sub Dominant keys.

*Enharmonic: Written differently ds to notation but
sounding the same.

Tlle Major and Relnﬁve
Minor Keys

c . Am
F ’ Dm |
Bb Gm
Eb' Cm
Ab Fm
Db Bbm
Gb - Ebm

m
o

Dfm
Gm
Cim
Fim

Bm

QO U » m w

Em

1O BE MEMORIZED
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Banjo

Bile Em Cabbage Down Mtn Ver G tuning - Played in A (capo 2)

1% or A Part 2" orB Part
-3

Slide2°™ -1 - 5 | 2X 2.1 5
DT 1-2-1-5 2XC2 -1- 5
Slide 2°~. 1 - 5 2X2-1- 5
DT 1 -2-1-5 2XD’ 3 -1- 5
Slide2” -1 - § 2X 2-1-5
DT 1-2-1-5 2XC2 -1- 5
2XD73 -1- 5 DT 1-2-1-5
2X2-1-5 D73 -1-5
2XC2 -1-5 2X 3 -1- 5
DT 1-2-1-5

7 REPEAT B part
D'3-1-5

2X 3 -1- 5 DT=

R-&pm‘r A Part 1Ststr|ng Index finger

2" string — Thumb
15tstrmg Index finger

5™ string ~ Thumb G./-w'wy

C/)’lfb""d'*5 - D
D'}—_—fc, 5 G b G P
o 2 | o ?— o | » o ©7°2
f
| s G
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Banjo

Cripple Creek G tuning - Played in A (capo 2)

1% or A Part 2" or B Part
15.1% 5 Roll327- 1 - 5
DT PO3% -1 -5
C DT Roll3%27. 1 - 5
1-1-5 3-1-5
17.1% 5 Roll3°% 1 . 5
DT PO3% -1 -5
D’3 -1-5 HO 4% - 1 - 5
3-1-5 3-1-5
1%. 1°- 5 REPEAT B part
DT
DT=
CDT 1* string - Index finger
2" string - Thumb
1-1-5 1% string - Index finger ,
7ot 5" string — Thumb G tuning
Roll3%%- 1 - 5
DG BY
PO3% -1 -5
HO4Z - 1 - 5 ]
—
3-1-5 Chords It
D7 . G
o 2 I o 2 o1 3 & o o o
 1d 3
fﬁ’ {




Banjo

Shortnin’ Bread G tuning - Played in A (capo 2)

1%t or A Part
Y
1° -1-5
chmfdié
DT 1%-2 -1-5 7‘———"‘“6
1°-1-58 D
. o z ! ® e 2 &2
DT 1%-2 -1-5
1°-1- 5 (
DT 1-2-1-5
D’3-1-5
3-1-5

REPEAT A part

2" or B Part
3-1% 5
DT
2XRoll3°% -1 .5
3- 1.5
DT
D’3-1-5
3-1-5

REPEAT B part





